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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH PRINCE FAHD ON PROSPECTS 
FOR GENEVA CONFERENCE ON MIDDLE EAST. 

REF: A) STATE 68375 B ) STATE 78042 

1 . IT WAS NOT MY INTENTION TO RAISE THIS SUBJECT DURING 
CONVERSATION WITH PRINCE FAHD ON OTHER MATTERS (SEE SEPTEL A) 
BUT HE PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY TO PROBE SAUDI VIEW OF POSSI- 
BILITY OF MOVING PLO TOWARD MORE COOPERATIVE POSTURE WITH 
REGARD TO THEIR REPRESENTATION AT GENEVA CONFERENCE, AS 
MENTIONED DEPTEL A. PRINCE ABDULLAH AND PRINCE SAUD ALSO 
PRESENT. 

2. EXCHANGE FOLLOWED MY MENTION OF VIEWS OF 
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY CONCERNING CONSTRUCTIVE SAUDI 
ARABIAN CONTRIBUITON TO ISUES TO WHICH USG ATTACHES MAJOR 
IMPORTANCE, PARTICULARLY EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A JUST AND 
LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. REFTEL B ) DURING 

HIS EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR MESSAGE, FAHD EMPHA- 
SIZED NEED FOR U.S. PRESSURE ON ISRAEL TO AGREE THAT PLO 
MUST ATTEND CONFERENCE. HE ALSO DECLARED 
THAT SUCCESS OR FAILURE IN CONVOKING CONFERENCE DEPENDED 
ON U.S. WILLINGNESS TO MAKE ISRAEL BEHAVE. 
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IF U.S. UNABLE TO DO THIS, HE CONTINUED, CONFERENCE WOULD FAIL 
AND PALESTINIAN EXTREMISTS WOULD BE ABLE TO AGITATE ISSUE 
FOR BENEFIT OF "OUTSIDE INFLUENCES". I THOUGHT IT BEST TO 
REMIND HIM GENTLY OF ARAB RESPONSIBILITY IN THE MATTER. 

1 SAID HIS STATEMENT WAS IMPRESSIVE, BUT ASKED IF 
I MIGHT GO INTO ANOTHER ASPECT WHICH IN 
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VOLVED BRINGING THE PLO INTO A MORE FLEXIBLE POSTURE. 

THE UNITED STATES HAS INFLUENCE, AS HE HAD NOTED, 

AND IS USING IT IN THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY POSSIBLE SO 
THAT A CONFERENCE CAN BEGIN THIS YEAR. OUR INFLUENCE 
HAS ITS LIMITS, HOWEVER, AND IT IS PROPER TO ASK WHO IS 
MAKING A SIMILAR EFFORT ON THE ARAB SIDE. WE BELIEVE 
THE ARABS SHOULD FIND A SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF PLO 
REPRESENTATION. WE BELIEVE SAUDI ARABIA HAS MORE GENERAL 
INFLUENCE AMONG ARABS, INCLUDING THE PALESTINIANS AND PLO 
THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE STATE. FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS 
MANY ARAB STATES HAVE PROBLEMS WITH EACH OTHER, BUT 
THAT DOES NOT APPLY TO HIS LEADERSHIP NOR TO HIS COUNTRY. 

WE SEE THE SAUDIS IN A UNIQUE POSITION TO MOVE OTHER ARABS, 
EXPECIALLY THE PLO, IN THIS MATTER; AND ASSUMING WE WILL CONTINUE 
TO MAINTAIN OUR OWN EFFORT, THEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, HIS AND 
OURS, MIGHT ACHIEVE A CONFERENCE THAT WILL EVENTUALLY STABILIZE 
THIS REGION AND BRING PEACE TO IT. 

3. HE REVERTED TO THE THEME THAT THE PROBLEM LIES IN 
BRINGING THE ISRAELIS AROUND TO ACCEPTING A PLO PRESENCE 
AT THE CONFERENCE. I REMARKED THAT IF BOTH ISRAELIS AND 
PLO WOULD DECLARE THAT THEY ARE GOING TO GENEVA TO NEGO- 
TIATE PEACE WITH ALL INTERESTED PARTIES WE MIGHT HAVE 
SOMETHING TO WORK WITH. I SAID IT SEEMED UNJUST TO ASK 
ONE PARTY TO DO WHAT THE OTHER WILL NOT. THEY BOTH 
REPRESENT REALITY, THEY BOTH EXIST. 

I EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT HE WILL ENCOUNTER SIMILAR THOUGHTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 

WITH BOTH ABDULLAH AND SAUD LISTENING ATTENTIVELY, 

FAHD REPLIED THAT IT IS OUR FRIENDSHIP WHICH 
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ENABLES US TO TELL EACH OTHER THE TRUTH. HE SAID THE THOUGHTS 
I HAD EXPRESSED WERE "EXCELLENT". WE COULD FEEL SURE 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD DO WHAT IT COULD. THE EGYPTIANS. 

SYRIANS AND OTHERS WOULD HELP. HE ADDED. HE SEEMED VERY 
INTERESTED AND SERIOUS. I MADE ADDITIONAL REMARK TO EFFECT 
THAT TIME IS PASSING SWIFTLY. HE NODDED, WE EXCHANGED 
AMENITIES AND I TOOK MY LEAVE OF THEM, AFTER ARRANGING TO SEE 
PRINCE SAUD ON SATURDAY MORNING. 

PORTER 
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